
                                                                                                                                   

 

 

A Level English Language  

Bridging Booklet  
 

 

 

                                                                          
 

 

 

Examination Board: AQA English Language  

Teacher: Yasmin Iqbal 

Email: yasmin.iqbal@tighs.staracademies.org  

 

 

 

 

mailto:yasmin.iqbal@tighs.staracademies.org


                                                                                                                                   

 
 

What Will I Study?  
 

The study of language and how it is produced will be the main focus of this 

course.  You will study a wide range of spoken and written texts, and learn how to 

analyse them closely and in a systematic way. You will also explore issues 

surrounding language and identity, including language and gender, language and 

occupation and language and social groups.  For your coursework, you will have the 

opportunity to produce some creative writing and carry out an investigation into 

a specific area of the English Language.  There is a strong focus on lexical choice 

(vocabulary) and syntax (word order) when analysing texts.  

 

How Will I be Assessed? 
  

You will complete two exams at the end of the first year. The first exam requires 

you to analyse unseen texts, using language techniques you will learn throughout 

the year. An outline of the AS examinations is given below.  

 

 

 
Component 1: 
Language and 
the individual 
Written Paper 
1 hour 30 mins 

50% Textual variations and representations 
Two texts, linked by topic or theme. 
 A question requiring analysis of one text  
(25 marks) 
 A question requiring analysis of a second 
text (25 marks) 
 A question requiring comparison of the two 
texts (20 marks) 

Component 2: 
Language 
varieties 
Written Paper 
1 hour 30 mins 

50% Section A – Language diversity 
A discursive essay on language diversity,  
with a choice of two questions (30 marks) 
Section B – Language discourses 
A directed writing task on attitudes to  
language (40 marks) 



                                                                                                                                   

 
 

How can I Prepare for the Course?  

You can gain a head start by reading the following books: David Crystal 

Rediscover Grammar. Sarah Thorne Mastering Advanced English Language.  

There are also a number of pre course tasks that you should complete and bring 

with you to your first lesson.  

 

Activity One  

  
The first thing you will need to do is purchase a scrapbook. This can be any 

notebook or plain paper pad where you will be collating and annotating texts 

throughout the year.  

Before your first lesson, you will make a start on your textbook by cutting and 

sticking the six texts below into your book (Texts A-F).  You should then annotate 

the texts for any interesting language techniques you know. When analysing your 

texts, you may wish to select from the techniques below.  

 

Methods of language analysis 

• phonetics, phonology and prosodics: how speech sounds and effects are 

articulated and analysed 

• graphology: the visual aspects of textual design and appearance 

• lexis and semantics: the vocabulary of English, including social and 

historical variation 

• grammar, including morphology: the structural patterns and shapes of 

English at sentence, clause, phrase and word level 

• pragmatics: the contextual aspects of language use 

• discourse: extended stretches of communication occurring in different 

genres, modes and contexts. 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                   

 
 

Here is a model that you can cut out and stick at the front of your book.  

 



                                                                                                                                   

 
 

 



                                                                                                                                   

 
 

 



                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                   

 
 

 



                                                                                                                                   

 
 

 



                                                                                                                                   

 
Activity Two  
 

You should now fill your scrapbook with any other texts that you feel will have 

interesting techniques. Try to use real texts that you come across, as these are 

the types of texts you will analyse in the exam.  

 Find at least 6 other texts to stick into your book to annotate. These can be 

from any genre.  

Examples of texts you can use are: 

• Recipes 

• Newspaper articles 

• Leaflets 

• Brochures 

• Transcripts of a TV show 

• Magazine articles 

• Poems 

• Pretty much anything with language in it! 

 

You will be adding to the scrapbook throughout the year.  

Activity Three  
 

Select any of the texts in your scrapbook.  
 
Write up two paragraphs analysing the language used.   
 
 
When analysing texts, you should explore how language is: 

• shaped according to audience, purpose, genre and mode 

• shaped according to context 

• used to construct meanings and representations 

• used to enact relationships between writers, speakers and audiences or 
between participants within a text. 


